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Three die in accident

SURKHET: Three members of the
same family died and four others
were seriously injured when a jeep
met with an accident at Badki in Hima
Rural Municipality, Jumla, on
Wednesday morning. The jeep head-
ing for Surkhet from Jumla headquar-
ters Khalanga veered off the road and
fell some 200 metres down the road.
The deceased have been identified as
Lale Sarki, 26, of Tila Rural Municipal-
ity, his wife Janaki, 23, and their eight-
month-old daughter Mahima. Those
injured in the accident are receiving
treatment at Karnali Institute of
Health Sciences. - s

Molester held

GAIGHAT: Udayapur police on
Wednesday arrested a youth from
Rashuwa Salghari of Rautamai Rural
Municipality-3 for molesting a nine-
year-old girl. The arrestee is Dambar
Rai, 28. On the day of Vijaya Dashami,
Rai had molested the minor. “Police
arrested Rai on the basis ofa com-
plaint filed by the victim’s father on
Tuesday,” said SP Chandra Rai. — xns

Bear attacks man

DAMAULI: A person was critically in-
jured in a bear attack in Tanahun on
Wednesday. The injured is Bhim Ba-
hadur Tamang, 48. Tamang was at-
tacked by the bear while cutting grass
in the forest. Tamang has received
deep cutin his neck and has his left
hand fractured. His wife had yelled for
help, but when locals reached the in-
cident site, the bear fled the scene.
Tamang has been sent to Kathmandu
for treatment, police said. - s

Monastery renovated

MYAGDI: The Narsing Gumba, a 1,250
years old monastery in Muktinath,
Baragung Muktikshetra Rural Munici-
pality-1, Mustang district, has been
renovated. The Buddhist monastery
was renovated at a cost of Rs 28.5 mil-
lion, president of the Muktinath Area
Development Committee Hira Baha-
dur Thakuri (Wangwell Lama), said.
The Department of Archaeology,
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil
Aviation, the then District Develop-
ment Committee, Muktinath Kshetra
Development Committee, local con-
servation committee, Water-induced
Disaster Management Committee,
among others, had provided grant as-
sistance for the renovation of the
monastery. The ancient monastery,
which had been repaired a few years
ago, had started leaking. The Bud-
dhist preacher Rimpochhe is credited
for constructing this monastery at
Muktinath, a common pilgrimage for
both Buddhists and Hindus. - rss
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75 per cent tunnel work completed so far

Himalayan News Service
Surkhet, October 24

About 75 per cent tunnel con-
struction of Bheri-Babai Di-
version Multipurpose Project
has been completed till date.

Nine-kilometre tunnel has
been dug using tunnel boring
machine. The total length of
the tunnel is 12.2 kilometres.

For the first time in the
country’s history, the work on
digging the tunnel using tun-
nel boring machine had start-
ed ayear ago.

According to the project’s
senior division hydro geologist
Krishna Parasd Upadhyay, 75
per cent of the tunnel work
has been completed and the
remaining work will be com-
pleted within six months if the
work continues with the same
pace. Upadhyay predicted
that the tunnel construction
would be completed within
the deadline as China Over-
seas Engineering Company
Limited tasked with the con-
struction work had sped up
work.

In the first phase, 12-kilo-
metre tunnel will be con-
structed and 48 megawatts
electricity will be generated
while irrigation system will be
developed in the final stage.

Located between Bardiya of
Province 5 and Karnali Prov-
ince, the machine is digging 40
metres tunnel daily. Upadhyay
said the tunnel boring ma-
chine had already crossed To-
likhola, which was considered
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Himalayan News Service
Kathmandu, October 24

World Polio Day was marked
today by organising various
awareness programmes.

World Health Organisation
had declared Nepal polio-free
country in 2014, but due to
open border with India, Nepal
is facing challenges to control
cases of imported polio.

In a bid to eradicate polio
completely, infants have been
given two doses of inactivated
polio vaccine into routine im-
munisation schedule from
mid-August this year.

Acting on the recommenda-
tion made by WHO, the gov-
ernment has started adminis-
tering fractional dose of polio
vaccine to children. Earlier, the
government introduced one
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An under-construction tunnel of Bheri-Babai Diversion Multipurpose Project, in Surkhet, on Wednesday.

to be risky. “Construction of
the tunnel is in full swing,”
said Upadhyay.

After the completion of tun-
nel work, a dam will be built at
Chiple of Surkhet and a pow-
erhouse at Chepang of

dose of IPV into routine immu-
nisation schedule in the 14th
week which consists 0.5 ml
dose. Now, every infant must
be given 0.1 ml dose of IPV in
the sixth week and 14th week,
and they have to be given oral
polio vaccine three times, in-
formed Dr Badri Raj Pandey,
chairman of the National Certi-
fication Committee for Polio
Eradication.

“Polio is a highly infectious
disease caused by a virus. It in-
vades the nervous system and
can cause total paralysis in a
matter of hours. The virus is
transmitted from per-
son-to-person and spreads
mainly through the faecal-oral
route or, less frequently,
through contaminated water
or food. Initial symptoms are
fever, fatigue, headache, vomit-

Farmers harvesting rice after the end of Dashain, in Bidur Municipality, Nuwakot, on Wednesday.

Reconstruction snail-paced in Kavre

Himalayan News Service

Model settiement planned

More than three years have passed
since the deadly 2015 earthquakes
struck the country. Reconstruction
of private houses, however, has
been very sluggish in Kavre.

Of the total recipients of the first
instalment of the housing grant,
only 2,734 quake victims have re-
built their houses so far in the dis-
trict. According to National Recon-
struction Authority Project Unit,
Kavre, of the 68,773 quake victims
who received first tranche of the
housing grant, only 18, 804 have re-
built their houses and received the
third instalment.

The government had provided
the housing grant to 17,371 quake
victims while non-governmental
organisations had provided assis-
tance to 1,433 beneficiaries to re-
build their houses in the district.

The government has set the tar-
get of completing reconstruction of
all the structures destroyed in the

KAVRE: If everything goes as
planned, a model integrated
settlement of Tamang commu-
nity with homestay facility will
be developed in Tindhar village
of Mandan Deupur Municipali-
ty-10, Kavre. A detailed project
report has already been handed
over to the construction com-
mittee upon its approval by the
National Reconstruction Au-
thority. According to the com-
mittee chair Aitaman Tamang,
the settlement will have 40
houses. “As part of the project,
each of the houses damaged in

quakes within five years.

Of the total quake victims who
have received the first tranche of
the grant, 65.8 per cent have taken
the second tranche of the grant as
well. As many as 44,750 victims
have received the second tranche

the earthquakes will get Rs
300,000 as grant from our side,”
said CARITAS field coordinator
Pushparaj Nepal, adding, “But
those who will receive our grant
won't get the government
grant.” Construction committee
member Ram Bahadur Lama
said management of land for the
model settlement was over. “As
per our estimate, construction
of a house will cost more than
one million rupees,” he said,
adding, “The settlement will
also feature community build-
ings and public lavatories.” - tns

of grant till date. Of them, 42,620
received the grant from the govern-
ment and 2,137 from non-govern-
mental organisations. As many
as 82,833 families were incorporat-
ed on the list of beneficiaries in
the district.

Bardiya. After the construc-
tion of a 15-metre tall dam,
water from Bheri will be di-
verted to Babai at the speed of
40 cubic centimetres per sec-
ond. The water brought to Ba-
bai will be used for irrigation.

d Polio Day marked

ing, stiffness of the neck and
pain in the limbs,” said Dr Pan-
dey. He said polio mainly af-
fected children under five years
of age and there was no cure for
polio, but could be prevented
through vaccination.

According to WHO, as long
as a single child remains infect-
ed, children in all countries are
at risk of contracting polio.
Failure to eradicate polio from
these last remaining strong-
holds could result in as many
as 200,000 new cases every
year. Pakistan and Afghanistan
are the only two nations yet to
be declared polio-free in the
world. In 2005, four polio cases
were detected in areas border-
ing India and increased to 20
by 2008. No cases were report-
ed in 2009 while six cases were
reported in 2010.

Minister Yadav
stresses
protection of
intellectual

property rights

Rastriya Samachar Samiti

Kathmandu, October 24

Minister of Industry, Commerce
and Supplies Matrika Prasad Ya-
dav has said that the Government
of Nepal is serious about protect-
ing intellectual property rights by
constitutionally establishing the
same as a fundamental right.

He shared this during a meeting
with Francis Gurry, director gen-
eral of the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organisation in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, today.

The minister said that prepara-
tions were under way to revise old
laws related to intellectual prop-
erty and bring new acts.

Minister Yadav said that there
were many challenges in imple-
menting the IP related laws and
pointing out the need for broader
awareness among the general
public about the matter, his pri-
vate secretariat stated.

He said that research and stud-
ies in the academic sector, geo-
graphical diversity and strong
laws related to intellectual prop-
erty, especially patent rights,
would give a new identity to Nepal
in the world map.

Stating that Nepal was in dire
need of technical and non-techni-
cal support for formulating new
laws related to intellectual prop-
erty, Minister Yadav appreciated
World Intellectual Property Or-
ganisation for its assistance to Ne-
pal. WIPO Director General Gurry
pledged to provide the needed as-
sistance for protecting intellectu-
al property rights in Nepal.

Minister Yadav is currently in
Geneva to attend the world in-
vestment forum of the United Na-
tions Conference on Trade and
Development.

A target has been set to gen-
erate 48 megawatts electricity
from the project by construct-
ing a powerhouse in Bardiya.
Earlier, the project had set a
deadline of 2020 to complete
the tunnel work. As many as

Allow ascent

600 people, including Chinese
and Nepali nationals, are
working on the project. The
total estimated cost of the pro-
jectis Rs 16 billion. The project
is being built with domestic
investment.

to Mt Jugal,

demands Province 3 govt

Himalayan News Service

Hetauda, October 24

The Province 3 government
has decided to ask the cen-
tral government to open Mt
Jugal for climbing.

Acting on the proposal of
the Ministry of Industry,
Tourism, Forest and Envi-
ronment of the province, a
meeting under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister
Dormani Poudel took a deci-
sion towards this effect to-
day. It is important to note
that the mountain remains

off limits till this date despite
rumours to open it for
climbing long in the past it-
self.

Situated in Jugal Rural
Municipality of Sindhupal-
chowk, Mt Jugal is a five
hours’ drive from Kathman-
du. Again, it takes approxi-
mately 20 hours to reach the
base of the mountain from
Gumba.

Now, Social Development
Minister Yuvraj Dulal, who
has climbed Mt Everest, has
taken the fresh initiative to
open Mt Jugal for climbing.

Entry fee to
Chitwan
National
Park hiked

Himalayan News Service
Chitwan, October 24

Visiting Chitwan National
Park has become costlier
now following a broad hike in
entry fees.

The government recently
hiked the entry fees to the
world famous tourist desti-
nation by publishing a notice
in the Nepal gazette.

According to the national
park’s Assistant Conserva-
tion Officer and Information
Officer Nurendra Aryal, a do-
mestic tourist has to pay
Rs 150 as entry fee to the na-
tional park while the fee for
the visitors from South Asian
Association for Regional Co-
operation member countries
and other foreign nationals
stand at Rs 1,000 and
Rs 2,000 respectively.

Earlier, Nepali, SAARC and
other foreign visitors used to
pay Rs 113, Rs 847.50 and
Rs 1,695 respectively to enter
the national park.

Similarly, while the entry
fee for all types of vehicles to
be used in a jungle safari was
Rs 4,520 earlier, the fee is
now Rs 3,000 for cars and Rs
5,000 for jeeps.

As for those wishing to en-
joy elephant safari, the new
rates for Nepalis, visitors
from SAARC member coun-
tries and other foreign na-
tionals are Rs 500, Rs 1,500
and Rs 2,500 respectively.

“Visitors who want to en-
joy elephant safari have to
pay anything ranging from
Rs 1,100 to Rs 2,100 now,
while those using vehicles
should pay Rs 1,250, “ said
Chief Conservation Officer at
the national park Bed Kumar
Dhakal, adding the new
charges were implemented
from October 15.

As per the data, the nation-
al park collected Rs 248.199
million in revenue last year,
including Rs 167.854 million
collected in entree fees from
visitors and 32.5 million ru-
pees collected from the use
of vehicles and elephants.

Tele-medicine centre becoming
popular in Phalebas Municipality

Rastriya Samachar Samiti
Parbat, October 24

A tele-medicine centre
brought into operation at
Thanamaula of Phalebas
Municipality-8 in Parbat has
won people’s trust and is pro-
viding service to a good num-
ber of people.

Locals have been benefit-
ted by the operation of the
centre at Char Bhanjyang
Health Centre as it provides
health counselling for epilep-
sy, mental health problems
and other health issues relat-
ed to urinary system, skin
and neurology. Chief at Char
Bhanjyang Health Centre Ro-
shan Gurung said health ser-

vices had been accessible to
the locals with the operation
of the tele-medicine centre.
The centre provides servic-
es to patients through Skype
where medical specialists
and doctors from home and
abroad provide health cous-
eling and advice to patients.
Local Arjun Kunwar, 38,
said he had been feeling un-
comfortable even for his
casual movement due to
neurological issues. But now
the problem has been cured
following the treatment he
acquired through the consul-
tation with a foreign doctor.
The centre made it possible
for him. He underwent a sur-
gery of his throat nerve on

the recommendation of the
doctor he met on Skype at the
centre.

According to him, there are
many other people who have
been living a normal life after
receiving healthcare services
from the centre for their dif-
ferent health-related prob-
lems. The centre refers pa-
tients to other health facili-
ties, in coordination with
Western Regional Hospital,
Pokhara, if they need to be
admitted to hospital.

The centre was established
in 2066 BS at the initiation of
Char Bhanjyang Tamu Socie-
ty based in the UK. Around 25
people visit the centre on a
daily basis these days.
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Invitation for Expressions of Interest
The Dakchyata: TVET Practical Partnership project, funded by the European Union and
managed by the British Council, today launches a call for Expressions of Interest (E0I) from
interested Nepali organisations to apply for grants under the Practical Partnership Fund.

The Practical Partnership Fund provides grants to eligible organisations to deliver projects
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which strengthen the relevance, quality and sustainability of Technical Education and Viocational

Training in Nepal, through a Public-Private Partnership approach. Funds are available up to

a maximum of EUR 200,000 per project for Type1 grant projects and EUR 350,000 per project

fror Type 2 grant project, activities in our three target sectors: Agriculture, Construction and
ourism.

Eligible Organisations include private enterprises, employer associations, federations,
chambers, confederations, TVET service providers, cooperatives, and NGOs. Full eligibility
requirements are available on our website.

More information on the Practical Partnership Fund, including objectives, full eligibility
requilrelgfnts, and how to apply can be found on our website https:/fwww.dakchyata-
nepal.or

Interested organisations should submit a sealed Expression of Interest in the prescribed
format no later than 17:00 NPT on 20 November 2018 at the British Council office in
Lainchaur, Kathmandu.

The Dakchyata — TVET Practical Partnership project is funded by the European Union, and
managed by the British Council in Nepal under the leadership of the Ministry of Education,
Science and Technology and in coordination with the Council for Technical Educafion and
Vocational Training.

Disclaimer:The content of this Notice are the sole responsibility of the British Council and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union,




